[French support organisations for young cancer patients and their families].
This article describes the many French voluntary organisations that provide support for young cancer patients and their families, focusing on their geographic distribution, size, catchment area, recruitment, communication, and interactions. They are characterized by their diversity and adaptability, and by a widespread view that there are better ways of fighting these illnesses and of enhancing the quality of life of both the children concerned and their families. The potential benefits of partnerships between such organisations and healthcare professionals and institutions are underline.